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Abstract:
Wherever the solar wind meets a neutral atmosphere, X-rays are emitted by a charge
exchange process between the neutrals and heavy solar wind ions.

A hybrid simulation of the solar wind-Mars interaction and a test particle simulation of
heavy ion trajectories near Mars is used to compute the contribution from charge exchange
processes to the X-ray emission from Mars. The results are compared to observations of
X-rays from Mars made with the Chandra telescope [1]. The comparison indicates that
the solar wind charge exchange process is a likely candidate for the production of the
X-ray halo at Mars.

The calculations were performed in three steps. First the solar wind parameters were
estimated. We compare the results of two different solar wind parameter estimates: A
ballistic model based on data obtained by the WIND spacecraft, and an MHD model
using input from interplanetary scintillation measurements. These two models produce
X-ray images with significantly different structure. The intensity of the X-ray emissions
and the size of the X-ray halo are also found to increase with an increasing exobase neutral
temperature [2].

The second step was running a hybrid simulation of the interaction between the solar
wind and Mars to obtain the electric and magnetic fields around Mars.

As a third step a test particle simulation was run, calculating the trajectories of heavy
solar wind ions in the electric and magnetic fields that were obtained from the hybrid
simulation. The X-ray emission density was saved on a grid for each time step of the test
particle simulation. A hundred thousand trajectories were calculated for each of the ion
species O7+, C6+, O6+, O8+, Mg10+, Mg9+, Si9+, N6+, C5+, Ne8+, Fe9+, S9+, Si8+, Fe11+,
and Mg8+.

These simulations show that the contribution from the solar wind charge exchange
process to the X-ray emissions from the halo is large enough to explain the observed
X-ray flux [3].
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Solar Wind Charge Exchange (SWCX)

Heavy, multiply charged, ions in the solar wind undergo charge

exchange collisions with neutrals in the exosphere. For example:

O7+ + H → O6+∗ + H+

This leaves an excited ion that returns to the ground state by

emitting photons in the soft X-ray range.

O6+∗ → O6+ + hν

This process is responsible for the emission of X-rays from comets.

Simulation of charge exchange X-rays at Mars

1. The solar wind parameters are estimated from WIND data.

2. A 3D hybrid simulation using these input parameters⇒ ~E and
~B.

3. A test particle simulation for the heavy, multiply charged, ions

(O7+, C6+, O6+, O8+, Mg10+, Mg9+, Si9+, N6+, C5+, Ne8+,

Fe9+, S9+, Si8+, Fe11+, and Mg8+).
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Simulation technique

Parameter estimation from WIND
data
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Average solar wind parameters at
Mars on July 4, 2001, 11:47–21:00
(UT) as estimated from WIND data.

vsw 330 km/s

nsw 4.40× 106 m−3

Tp,sw 4.56× 104 K
~B (1.13,−3.63, 0) nT =

3.80 nT · (cos(72.7◦),− sin(72.7◦), 0)

Hybrid and test particle simulations
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Comparison with observations

X-ray images
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Left: X-ray photons with 0.2 keV≤ E ≤ 1.5 keV, observed on 4 July 2001.
Right: A simulated X-ray image of Mars at a phase angle of 18.2◦, corre-
sponding to the situation at the time of the observation. The inner white
circle, with radius 10.2 arc seconds, marks the geometric size of Mars, and
the outer white circle, with radius 30 arc seconds marks the extent of the
X-ray halo. The grey-scale shows the X-ray radiance in Wm−2sr−1.
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Radial distribution of the observed X-ray intensity in units of sr−1s−1. The
thin solid curve shows the results of the simulation. The horizontal thick
lines are a histogram of the observed X-ray photons. The horizontal thin
lines show the average X-ray intensity in the same intervals as the his-
togram of the observation. The error bars mark a 90% confidence interval
of the simulated results, assuming a Poisson distribution for the count
rate.
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Parameter dependence 1

Average solar wind parameters at Mars on July 4, 2001, 11:47–21:00
(UT) as estimated from WIND data (left column), and through MHD
tomography of interplanetary scintillation (IPS) data (right column).

WIND IPS

vsw 330 km/s 434 km/s

nsw 4.40× 106 m−3 2.63× 106 m−3

Tp,sw 4.56× 104 K 5.61× 104 K
~B (1.38,−4.43, 0) nT = (0.639,−0.915, 9.63× 10−4) nT =

4.64 nT · (cos(72.7◦),− sin(72.7◦), 0) 1.12 nT · (cos(55◦),− sin(55◦), 0)
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Two simulated X-ray images of Mars at a phase angle of 18.2◦, corre-
sponding to the situation at the time of the observation. The phase angle
is defined as the angle between the Mars-to-sun and the Mars-to-observer
directions. The left panel shows the results of a simulation with input
parameters estimated from data obtained by the WIND satellite using a
ballistic model. The right panel shows the results of a simulation with
input parameters estimated using MHD tomography based on IPS mea-
surements. The same colour-scale is used for both images, and it shows
the X-ray radiance in Wm−2sr−1.
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Radial distribution of the simu-
lated X-ray intensity. The solid
curve shows the results of a sim-
ulation using input data esti-
mated from WIND data, and the
dashed curve shows the results of
a simulation with input data ob-
tained by MHD tomography of
IPS measurements. The vertical
dashed line marks the size of the
Martian disk, which corresponds
to the inner circles of the images
above.
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Parameter dependence 2

Five simulated X-ray image of Mars at a phase angle of 18.2◦, correspond-
ing to the situation at the time of the observation. The phase angle is
defined as the angle between the Mars-to-sun and the Mars-to-observer
directions. The different panels show results obtained assuming different
exobase temperatures. From top to bottom the nominal exobase temper-
atures have been scaled by a factor of 0.2; 0.5; 1; 2; and 5 respectively.
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Radial distribution of the simu-
lated X-ray intensity. The differ-
ent curves show results obtained
assuming different exobase tem-
peratures. From top to bot-
tom the nominal exobase tem-
peratures have been scaled by a
factor of 5; 2; 1; 0.5; and 0.2 re-
spectively. The vertical dashed
line marks the size of the Mar-
tian disk, which corresponds to
the inner circles of the images
above.

Nominal exobase densities and temperatures for the neutral species that
are included in the exosphere model:

Species H H2 Othermal Ohot

Density 3.1× 1010 m−3 4.3× 1011 m−3 3.3× 1014 m−3 3.1× 1010 m−3

Temperature 0.31 kK 0.37 kK 0.38 kK 4.6 kK


